CHAIRMAN`S REPORT 2013
Following the distinguished 7-year chairmanship of Sarah Leigh, I am writing my first report as
Acting Chairman of the Sussex branch. I chose to add Acting to indicate that I wished to be
considered an interim leader, pending the election of someone with a longer term of office in
mind. Hopes for a successor have not materialised, so I am standing as chairman for the
coming year to ensure continuity in the year of the elections for the European Parliament (EP).
I am immensely grateful to my colleagues for all their support, both moral and practical.
This year has in general been one of consolidation. We have two complementary core
activities, one of which offers members the opportunity to engage in debate with one another
on EU topics of current interest; and the other to interface with the public. These are our
monthly discussion group meetings in the upper room at The Cricketers pub in Brighton; and
the information stall in the entrance foyer of the Jubilee library in Brighton. Both have a regular
slot on the morning and afternoon respectively of the third Saturday of the month.
The Cricketers, as this activity is now informally known, has gone from strength to
strength under the able leadership of our convener, Gisela Hendriks, to whom I am most
grateful. She introduces the topic for ten to fifteen minutes before opening it up to the
assembled group. I have never known an awkward silence! Whilst one or two understand the
workings of the EU from careers in Brussels, most would count themselves intelligent laymen.
Regular attendance is not a prerequisite, so I would encourage anyone able to get to our
atmospheric venue in central Brighton to join us for a stimulating couple of hours. Those
interested should ask Gisela – giselahendriks@hotmail.com - to put them on her contact list.
Martin Toomey – toomey@jarvisteyning.freeserve.co.uk - masterminds the Jubilee
Library stall and organises its rota and materials. He even managed to maintain a presence
there in July and August. A couple of members are on duty to promote the European
Movement and engage with library visitors, answering questions and discussing issues. The
stall has been given greater prominence by a new banner advertising the European
Movement. We are though aware of the lack of simple, eye-catching, up-to-date printed
information. The EP office in London expects to have posters and leaflets ready for distribution
in November. We will endeavour to write and print some ourselves, especially in the run-up to
the May elections.
We started this year with élan, when our new committee member, Terry
Metheringham, launched the Campaign Focus Group. Sadly, for us at least, he then obtained
a new London based contract which has proved so time-consuming that he has been unable
to carry it forward. What he has left us is a blueprint for action. Now we need members to
implement it. Individuals have been extremely active in writing to the press, both local and
national, but it is proving more difficult to organise a team project.
Buoyed up by the apparent success of our Europe Day conference in 2012, my coorganiser Michael Rider and I decided to celebrate 9 May again in the attractive surroundings
of Deans Place Hotel, Alfriston. The hotel offered the right size of room to hold 50 delegates
with projection equipment included in the hire price; and flexible catering, offering either the
informality of bar food or a sit-down lunch in the restaurant with a pre-ordered menu.We
invited three speakers from different backgrounds, Sir Stephen Wall, Dr Nathaniel Copsey and
Stephen Quigley to tackle the challenging question of the title: The Next Five Years – Europe
versus the UK? A good omen for this coming year`s activities was the enthusiasm generated
by Stephen Quigley`s presentation of the Europe4real online project , which he and
Christopher Jones, our indefatigable Treasurer and website organiser, are in the process of
refining, but they now need funds to develop it further. It is designed to appeal to the man in
the street by answering those questions on the EU, in particular about its benefits and
procedures, which the media often ignore or distort. It is these doorstep issues that the
Campaign Focus Group will seek to address too. Michael Rider and I are again collaborating
on a conference in Deans Place, possibly as early as 14 March 2014. His sense of
commitment and his creative and thoughtful approach are invaluable.
I much look forward to seeing you at our events. Best wishes, Kate Evans

